26      SILVER AND SHEFFIELD PLATE
The next important^ 'date is 1773, when the offices
in Birmingham and Sheffield were founded The man
who was mainly instrumental in getting the right of
assay for these important ccrrtres of inunufucturc was
Matthew Boulton. It was characteristic of that great
man that when anything wanted doing, he always
came forward to inquire into the circumstances, to
put initiative ami driving force behind the movement,
and to arrange and, if needs be, to finance the scheme*
As was to bo expected the Worshipful Company of
Goldsmitlis was opposed to the suggested additional
offices. Competition from sleepy cathedral cities like
York, Chester and Exeter did not disturb the makers
in the metropolis, but wheu progressive towns like
Birminghain and Sheffield began to demand recogni-
tion, there were those in London who began, like
Demetrius of old, to cry out that their " craft was in
danger to be set at nought."
First Sheffield and then Birmingluun petitioned
Parliament, and so closely on each other's oilort that
it is obvious that there was concerted action, and
that If one town was granted privileges, the other
could not be refused. The old dodge of setting up u
parliamentary inquiry was instituted; fraud and
abuses were hinted at and it was                     both
Birmingham and Sheffield were not above
plated             in ways  calculated to deceive*   The
of plate and plated wares, who had
had to submit their            to the London or
other Assay Office, retorted with
There wtre accusations of
pretext of getting down to the
base, and also allegations that by bribery and